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SUGAR  STATISTICS. 


PREAMBLE. 

Sugar  first  figured  as  a  commercial  commodity  in  Hawaii  in  1837, 
during  which  year  4,286  pounds  were  exported.  The  growth  of  the 
industry  was  but  very  gradual  and  it  was  not  until  1876,  when  the 
Governments  of  the  United  States  and  the  Hawaiian  Islands  entered 
into  a  reciprocity  treaty,  that  production  gathered  any  considerable 
impetus.  From  1876  steady  advances  were  made,  and  additional 
stimulus  was  infused  into  the  industry  when  the  islands  were  annexed 
to  the  United  States  in  1898. 

NUMBER  OF  SUGAR  PLANTATIONS. 

There  are  52  plantations  producing  sugar.  All  but  7  of  these  own 
and  operate  sugar  mills. 

STOCKHOLDERS. 

Forty-seven  plantations  (45  corporations,  1  partnership,  and  1 
estate)  which  produced  for  the  1914  crop  598,233  tons,  are  owned  by 
9,727  stockholders.  The  5  plantations  not  reporting  produced  for 
said  crop  19,075  tons. 

Total  production  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  in  tons  of  2,000  pounds. 


Year  ending  Sept.  30 — 

• 

Hawaii. 

Maui. 

Oahu. 

Kauai. 

Total. 

1910 . 

158, 819 

139. 454 

128, 64S 

90, 169 

517, 090 

1911 . 

193,456 

139, 564 

133, 133 

100, 668 

566, 821 

1912 . 

209, 920 

148. 585 

139,712 

97, 041 

595, 258 

1913 . 

197,415 

124, 819 

124, 228 

100,336 

546, 798 

1914 . 

217, 654 

144, 940 

133, 560 

120,884 

617,038 

AREA  UNDER  CLHTIVATIOX  IN  SUGAR  CANE. 

The  area  under  cultivation  in  sugar  cane  is  shown  in  the  following 
table.  The  time  required  to  mature  and  harvest  a  crop  of  sugar  cane 
in  Hawaii  is  24  months.  There  are  always  two — and  sometimes 
three — crops  under  cultivation. 


Island. 

Fee 

simple. 

Govern¬ 
ment  lease. 

Private 

lease. 

Total 

area. 

• 

Hawaii . 

Maui . 

Oahu . 

Kauai . 

. 

Acres. 
41,698. 61 
29, 661.00 
3,174.91 
17,310. 29 

Acres. 

IS, 202. 16 
3.111.65 
2,  773. 73 
6, 309. 30 

Acres. 
41,105.83 
11,739.75 
34, 464.  42 
12, 102. 96 

Acres. 
101,006.60 
45,  760. 40 
40,413.06 
34,474  55 

Total . 

. 

91, 844. 81 

30, 396. 84 

99.412.96 

221, 654.61 
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SUGAR  STATISTICS. 


YIELDS  PER  ACRE. 


It  takes  two  years  for  one  crop  to  mature,  so  to  obtain  average 
annual  yield  per  acre,  divide  by  2. 


Crop  yields. 

Area  har¬ 
vested. 

Average 
yield  per 
acre. 

1910 . 

Acres. 
110, 247 
112, 796 
113,866 
113,548 
114,458 

Short  tons. 
4.69 
5.09 
5.23 
4.81 
5.40 

1911 . 

1912 . 

1913 . 

1914 . 

COST  OF  PRODUCTION. 

The  cost  of  production  at  market  per  short  ton  of  sugar,  exclusive 
of  interest  on  investment  and  income  taxes  for  five  years  last  past  has 
been  shown  in  the  following  table.  A  small  tonnage  does  not  report 
detailed  figures. 


Year. 

Tons  of 
sugar. 

Total  cost. 

Cost 
per  ton. 

1910 . 

Short  tons. 
478, 252 
524,052 
548,351 
507, 162 
574, 809 

$26,986, 160 
30, 543, 013 
31,360,598 
30,113,512 
30,840,960 

$56. 426 
58. 28 
57. 19 
59. 376 
53. 654 

1911 . 

1912 . 

1913 . 

1914 . 

Average,  5  years . 

526, 525 

29, 968, 884 

56. 918 

The  crop  harvested  in  the  year  1914  was  produced  under  the 
most  favorable  climatic  conditions,  resulting  in  a  very  high  average 
yield' per  acre  and  a  consequent  reduction  of  the  average  cost  per  ton 
of  sugar;  also  unusual  effort  was  exercised  to  curtail  expenses,  the 
purchase  of  supplies  principally  having  been  curtailed  in  view  of 
the  impending  tariff  changes  and  the  reduction  and  removal  of  the 
tariff  on  sugar. 

MARKETING  COST. 

In  connection  with  marketing  Hawaiian  sugar  it  may  be  pointed 
out  that  the  Territory  of  Hawaii  is  subject  to  the  coastwise  shipping 
laws  of  the  United  States;  that  the  entire  crop  of  Hawaiian  sugar 
is  marketed  in  vessels  flying  the  American  flag,  owned  and  operated 
with  American  capital.  The  freight  from  Hawaiian  ports  to  New 
York,  aside  from  any  other  charge,  has  been  $9.50  per  ton  up  to  the 
opening  of  the  canal,  the  rate  now  being  $8.50  per  ton.  Upon  the 
other  hand,  the  Cuban  crop  is  marketed  in  the  United  States  upon 
vessels  flying  any  flag  and  at  a  cost  from  Cuban  ports  to  the  eastern 
ports  of  the  United  States  of,  upon  an  average,  not  exceeding  $2.25 
per  ton. 


SUGAR  STATISTICS. 
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Capitalization  and  taxation  value  as  of  Jan.  1,  1915. 


Number  of  plantations  reporting  figures .  44 

Crop  of  1914  produced  by  said  plantations  (short  tons) .  574,  809 


Capitalization  Jan.  1,  1915 .  $75,  410, 184 

Assessed  value  Jan.  1,  1915 .  71,  442,  656 


Property  tax  for  1915 .  1,  017,  683.  96 

Conservation  tax  for  1915 .  124,  787. 10 

Income  tax  for  1915 .  246,  474.  02 

Federal  taxes  for  1915 .  114,  084.  81 


Total  amount  of  taxes  to  be  paid  by  said  plantations .  1,  503,  029.  89 

Amount  of  taxes  per  ton  of  sugar .  2.  615 


DIVIDENDS  PAID. 

During  the  past  five  years  dividends  have  been  paid  as  follows: 


Year. 

Number 
of  plan¬ 
tations 
report¬ 
ing. 

Tons. 

Capitaliza¬ 

tion. 

Total 

dividends. 

Per  cent 
divi¬ 
dends. 

1910 . 

43 

478, 252 

871,655, 421 

74.286.141 

75. 286. 141 
75,579, 941 
75,410, 184 

88, 889, 386 
9, 890, 866 
10, 353, 059 
4,314,931 
6, 873, 221 

12. 45 

1911 . 

43 

524^  052 
548, 351 
507, 162 
574,809 

13.31 

1912 . 

43 

13. 75 

1913 . 

43 

5. 709 

1914 . 

44 

9. 114 

Number  and  nationality  of  plantation  laborers. 


Jan.  1. 

Ameri- 

Ha- 

Porto 

Portu- 

Span- 

Rus- 

Fili- 

Japan- 

Chin- 

Ko- 

AH 

Total. 

can. 

waiian. 

Rican. 

guese. 

ish. 

sian. 

pino. 

ese. 

ese. 

rean. 

other. 

% 

1905 . 

636 

1,299 

1,091 

1,842 

1,820 

2, 868 
3, 577 

30, 186 
27, 258 

3,758 
2, 591 

3, 138 

503 

44, 230 

1910 . 

652 

502 

245 

3, 288 

T,  549 

273 

42;  846 

1915 . 

624 

946 

1,477 

3, 545 

1, 575 

94 

8,886 

23, 790 

2,224 

1,451 

320 

44, 950 

Unskilled  day  laborers ,  contractors ,  and  planters ,  Jan.  1,  1915. 


Total  unskilled  day  laborers,  all  nationalities .  25,  563 

Total  contractors  and  planters,  all  nationalities .  17,  689 


WAGES  AND  EARNINGS  OF  LABORERS. 

Unskilled  day  laborers. — Minimum  wage,  $20  per  month;  average 
wage,  $26  per  month;  exclusive  of  perquisites  consisting  of  house, 
water,  fuel,  and  medical  attendance,  which  are  estimated  to  cost- 
employers  $6  per  month  per  laborer;  also  exclusive  of  bonus,  which 
for  the  2  years  10  months  ended  October  31,  1914,  was  19  per  cent  of 
earnings.  The  bonus  earned  to  April  30,  1915  (from  Nov.  1,  1914), 
is  17  per  cent  of  earnings. 

Contractors  and  'planters. — Earnings  range  from  $20  to  $60  per 
month  (exclusive  of  perquisites),  varying  as  the  season  may  be 
favorable  or  unfavorable  and  according  to  the  class  of  work  con¬ 
tracted  for. 
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SUGAR  STATISTICS. 


EFFECT  OF  REMOVAL  OF  DUTY  UPON  SUGAR  PRODUCTION  IN  HAWAII. 

During  the  last  five  years,  or  from  1910  to  1914,  inclusive,  a  period 
of  unusual  prosperity  within  the  Territory,  the  annual  production  of 
sugar  by  Hawaiian  plantations  has  averaged  568,601  tons.  The  aver¬ 
age  quotation  of  raw  sugar  in  New  York  during  this  period  was  4.025 
cents  per  pound,  or  $80.50  per  ton.  The  average  price  realized  at 
market  by  Hawaiian  plantations  was  $78.27  per  ton.  The  average 
cost  of  production  for  the  entire  Hawaiian  crop  during  this  period, 
exclusive  of  any  charge  for  interest  upon  investment,  betterments,  or 
income  taxes,  or,  in  other  words,  the  actual  cost  which  is  represented 
by  the  labor  and  material  actually  entering  into  the  production  of 
sugar,  together  with  the  marketing  charges,  was' $56.91  per  ton. 

During  the  years  from  1910  to  1913,  inclusive,  or  four  years  of 
the  five-year  period,  the  Cuban  duty  was  $26.96  per  ton.  Assuming 
that  there  had  been  no  duty  upon  sugar  within  this  period  and  that 
the  price  of  sugar  had  been  less  the  amount  of  duty,  the  Hawaiian 
crop  for  these  four  years  would  have  realized  $51.31  per  ton,  against 
an  actual  cost  of  $56.91  per  ton,  or  there  would  have  been  an  actual 
loss  of  $5.60  per  ton  upon  something  over  2,000,000  tons  shipped 
during  these  four  years. 

During  the  year  1914  the  average  quotation  of  raw  sugar  in  New 
York  was  3.814  cents  per  pound,  or  $76.28  per  ton.  The  average 
price  realized  at  market  by  Hawaiian  plantations  was  $72.85  per 
ton.  The  Cuban  duty  during  the  greater  portion  of  1914  was 
$20.09  per  ton.  With  the  Cuban  duty  off,  the  price  received  would 
have  been  $52.76  per  ton  against  an  average  cost  of  $56.91  per  ton, 
or  an  actual  loss  of  $4.15  per  ton  upon  617,000  tons  shipped  in  1914. 

The  year  1914  was  an  unusual  one,  however,  as,  owing  to  the  out¬ 
break  of  the  European  war  in  August,  the  price  of  sugar  jumped 
practically  $40  per  ton  overnight.  For  the  first  seven  months  of 
1914,  from  January  to  July,  before  hostilities  in  Europe  commenced, 
the  average  price  of  sugar  in  New  York  was  3.17  cents  per  pound,  or 
$63.40  per  ton.  The  average  price  realized  at  market  by  Hawaiian 
plantations  during  this  period  was  $60.04  per  ton.  Assuming  the 
present  Cuban  duty  of  $20.09  was  deducted  from  this  price,  the  price 
received  for  the  Hawaiian  crop  would  have  been  $39.95  per  ton, 
against  an  average  cost  of  production  of  $56.91  per  ton,  or  a  loss  of 
$16.96  per  ton. 

As  to  what  the  ruling  prices  for  sugar  may  be  in  the  future  no  one 
can  tell,  but  if  under  normal  conditions  the  same  average  prices  are 
maintained  as  have  prevailed  for  a  period  of  18  years  past,  based  on 
the  average  cost  and  freight  quotations  for  96°  centrifugals,  Cuban 
sugars  without  duty,  the  average  price  Hawaiian  sugar  might  be 
expected  to  realize  would  be  approximately  $51.04  per  ton,  against 
an  average  cost  of  production,  exclusive  of  any  expenditures  for 
betterments,  income  taxes,  or  interest  on  investments,  of  $56.91 
average  over  a  period  of  five  years. 


o 


